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in with them she must do the like for-a time, for
this summer will give some light on what is best
to be done.   Your honor shall hear of Don An-
tonio's . . . and what will pass in France, and if
Her Majesty should now give this enemy any en-
couragement it would encourage those in Spain
against our fleet, for they will take a great courage
upon a small victory.   So if any reasonable charge
will do it, rather than it should be parted with all
without blows and be for his trouble some time
were grown to some better certainty.    There is
a  great  sort  of  her  good   subjects   [sobgekes]
whereof I would make one myself to venture both
my life and that little I have to keep it for a time
with the help of God against them.    My simple
opinion is, it were better to hold it till winter with
the venture of losing it by being besieged consider-
ing this time for if there be any reasonable com*
pany of men in it they will pay so dear for it as
there will be no dishonour to our country in the
loss of it.   I understand by sundry reports out of
Flanders that the Prince will not waste his men in
besieging of any town.   And so I hear out of Spain
that they have a further pretence, but I hope God
will prevent them.
Thus most humbly praying pardon if I have gone
beyond my duty, and think it is of most boun-
den duty to Her Majesty and realm, for whom I
hope God will give me grace to lay my life for in
any service to defend her. Thus much I have set
down as far as my simple reason leads me, leaving
it and myself to your most honourable and wise
consideration, with my humble prayer to the Al-
mighty God for her long and prosperous reign
over us and your long life and health many years